THE MAKING OF THE POPULAR FRONT
traditional position on the Left, Thorez reported that "the problem of
the alliance between the working class and the middle classes was a
central point in the recent discussions in the Central Committee of our
Party".24 At the same time the Communists were increasingly anxious
to achieve some sort of organic unity with the Socialists, without
worrying too much about the details of a practical programme. Indeed,
this was to be the main difference of approach between the Socialists
and Communists in their negotiations during the first six months of
1935. While the Communists wanted to make a striking gesture of
unification, and thus gain the direction of a united working-class party,
the Socialists were concerned with working out a practical programme
in detail. For the Communists, organic unity of the two parties took
precedence over the formulation of a programme and ideological
agreement. For the Socialists, on the other hand, it was only when
agreement was reached on a definite programme of reforms and the
theoretical basis for them that there was any sense in discussing the
creation of a united party to put them into practice.
It is this difference of attitude that dominates the relations between
the parties in the early months of 1935. The pact of unity of action
continued to function, though not without differences and local
quarrels; the Right wing Socialists continued to accuse the Com-
munists of making trouble, and claimed that alliance with them was
losing the Socialist Party the votes of the peasants in areas like the
Haute-Garonne. However, the two parties were in fact combining for
specific purposes; they duly organised a big demonstration to com-
memorate the anniversary of the general strike of 12 February 1934,
and when this was banned by the authorities, they organised, two days
earlier, an alternative and even more impressive series of 'individual*
tributes to commemorate the dead of the previous year. About 50,000
people placed flowers on the statue of the Republic in the Place de la
RepubHque, and "in a short time the monument was half-covered
with bunches of red flowers, and the allegorical female figures on its
lower part had been crowned with scarlet wreaths".25 The parties were,
too, united in their continuous demands for the disarmament and dis-
solution of the Fascist leagues. Moreover, they were able to combine in
their opposition, inside and outside parliament, to the government's
proposals to extend the period of conscription from eighteen months
** Cahiers du Bokhevisme 15 Nov. 1934, reprinted in Thorez C&twes Lbre
Deuxieme Tome Septieme, p. 113 (Paris, 1952)
** Manchester GftwiKcm n Feb. 1935
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